
#NotAddingUp
“As a newcomer to Delaware, I feel as if I am able to offer a different 
perspective when it comes to understanding Delaware’s education 

funding system and the efforts to make it more equitable for all students.

Big changes happen in waves. It takes healthy, productive, and 
empathetic conversation centered around values to move progress 

forward. 

While the conversation can sometimes be dominated by minute details 
and specifics, I have noticed that collectively Delawareans are ready and 
willing to work together towards an updated education funding system.

One that benefits all involved in Delaware education—students, 
educators, parents, and community members. 

Now is the time to acknowledge each other’s perspectives and come 
together to develop a solution that works best for all of us.” 

—Akilah Alleyne, 2020 Education Funding Organizer & Ph.D. 
Student at the University of Delaware



#NotAddingUp
“I am a board member of a school district with a population of 
4,301 students—18% of those students are English Language 

Learners and 38% of those are low-income students. The inequity 
in Delaware’s education funding system hurts students in my 

district.

The fact that we spend about more per-pupil than the national 
average but only provide 2-3 percent of funding for English 

Language Learners and low-income students is disheartening. 

Delaware’s school funding should not disproportionately 
disadvantage a subset group especially when our neighboring 
states have ensured that these students are properly funded. 

We need an education funding that works for all our students. A 
public education that is equitable and fair should not be fought 

for; it should be already given.”   

—Rony Baltazar-Lopez, 2020 Education Funding Organizer, Milford 
School District Board Member & Public Information Officer at the 

Delaware Department of Justice



#NotAddingUp
“Knowing our funding systems haven’t changed in 80+ years, 

or statewide funding inequities where local school referendums 
keep one district in dire need but another district miles away 

has an abundance surplus has lit a fire within me. 

It’s hard to believe every aspect of our world is moving forward 
except for the way we fund our children’s education here in 

Delaware.  

How can we expect our students to be the best and brightest 
if we as their guardians allow for inequities to be left 

unaddressed within the very system the helps mold and shape 
them into who they’re destined to be? 

Our communities need more, our children deserve more.” 

—Danielle K. Craig, 2020 Education Funding Organizer, Devoted 
Educator and Career Coach & President of the Metropolitan 

Wilmington Urban League Young Professionals 
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