


Aiden can’t afford  
the university and  
district fees for  
college-level  
math classes.

He wants to take an  
additional language  
course online,  
but he can’t afford  
that either.

No state or districts funds are provided  
for these purposes, and funds for the year 
have been allocated without much flexibility. 
If he’s fortunate, his district may cover costs. 
But many cannot.

AGE: 16  •  10TH GRADE
Aiden completed his high school math and language requirements.   
He even qualifies for dual-enrollment college math courses.

HOW THE SYSTEM IS HOLDING HIM BACK: 

AIDEN

Caitlin’s family moved into 
another school district in  
October to a house that fits 
her ongoing physical needs.

In Delaware, funds are allocated based on where students 
are enrolled on September 30, so the funds that help pay 
for Caitlin’s special education won’t follow her to her new 
school, unless they can get the previous school to agree  
to transfer them. 

AGE: 8  •  3RD GRADE
Caitlin is a complex special education student, meaning she has the highest classification 
of needs. The state-provided services to which she is entitled cost $29,000 per year.

HOW THE SYSTEM IS HOLDING HER BACK: 

CAITLIN

The time is NOW for Delaware to update its funding system to increase  
transparency, efficiency, and equity, while giving schools and districts  

more autonomy and flexibility to make spending decisions that  
will have the greatest impact on students. 

 
Visit www.educationequityde.org to find out more.


