
 

 

 
 

DELAWARE EDUCATION FUNDING SUMMIT 
Hosted by Education Equity Delaware coalition 

 

TIME ACTIVITY 

8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Registration and Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 Gary Stockbridge, President of Delmarva Power and Chairman of Delaware State 
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 

 Maria Matos, President and CEO of Latin American Community Center 

 Rod Ward, President and CEO of CSC 

EQUITY AND OUR STUDENTS 

8:45 a.m. – 9:10 a.m. 

Keynote Remarks 

 Introduction of speaker by Siawaa Antwi, 11th Grade Student at Freire Charter School  

 John B. King Jr., President and CEO of The Education Trust 

9:10 a.m. – 9:40 a.m. 

Community Panel 

 John B. King Jr., President and CEO of The Education Trust  

 Beatriz Cervantes, Teacher at Lewis Dual Language Elementary School 

 Jane Hovington, Owner of Shechinah Empowerment Center 

 Valentina Maza, Student at William Penn High School 

 Alexis Simms, Parent of EastSide Charter School Student 

EDUCATION FUNDING IN DELAWARE AND THE NATION 

9:40 a.m. – 10:10 a.m. 

Presentation 

 Introduction of speakers by Madeleine Bayard, Vice President of Policy and Practice at 
the Rodel Foundation of Delaware 

 Mike Griffith, School Finance Consultant at Education Commission of the States 

 Emily Parker, Policy Associate at Education Commission of the States 

10:10 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
Introduction of Workshops 

 Neil Kirschling, Senior Program Officer at the Rodel Foundation of Delaware 

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Workshops 

 Student-Based Funding Systems 
Mike Griffith, School Finance Consultant, Education Commission of the States 
Emily Parker, Policy Associate, Education Commission of the States 

 Exposing Hidden Funding Inequities 
Ary Amerikaner, Director of P-12 Resource Equity, the Education Trust 

 Political Lessons Learned in Modernizing School Funding 
Rebecca Sibilia, Founder and CEO, EdBuild  

 Serving High-Needs Students 
Rebeca Shackleford, Education Policy Analyst, UnidosUS 
Irene Leon, Principal, Cypress Hills Community School in New York City  

11:40 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Closing Remarks and Call to Action 

 Cyntiche Deba, 11th Grade Student at A.I. DuPont High School 

 Siawaa Antwi, 11th Grade Student at Freire Charter School 

 Javier Torrijos, Chair of Delaware Hispanic Commission  

 Atnre Alleyne,  Executive Director of DelawareCAN 



 

 

  

 
 

GUEST SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

JOHN B. KING JR. is the president and CEO of The Education Trust, a national nonprofit 
organization that seeks to identify and close opportunity and achievement gaps, from 
preschool through college. King served in President Barack Obama’s cabinet as the 
10th U.S. Secretary of Education. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in government from 
Harvard University, a J.D. from Yale Law School, as well as a Master of Arts in the 
teaching of social studies and a doctorate in education from Teachers College at 
Columbia University. King serves as a visiting professor at the University of Maryland’s 
College of Education and is a member of several boards, including those for The 

Century Foundation, The Robin Hood Foundation, and Teach Plus. He also serves on several advisory boards. 
King lives in Silver Spring, Md., with his wife (a former kindergarten and first-grade teacher) and his two 
daughters, who attend local public schools. You can follow King on Twitter via @JohnBKing. 
 
 

MIKE GRIFFITH has worked in the field of school finance policy for the past 19 years 
with Education Commission of the States, the consulting firm of Augenblick & Myers 
and the Michigan State Senate. His research has focused on the condition of state 
budgets, the adequacy, and equity of state finance formulas, and promising practices 
in funding programs for high-need students. Mike is an expert resource to national 
news media and has been quoted more than 300 times by such outlets as CNN, 
Education Week, NBC Nightly News, National Public Radio, and The New York Times. 
Mike holds a bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University, a master’s degree in 

public administration from The Ohio State University and a master’s degree in education management from 
Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland. When he is not focused on the issue of school finance, Mike can be found 
rooting for his Michigan State Spartans (Go Green!). 
 
 

EMILY PARKER joined Education Commission of the States in December 2015 as a policy 
analyst. In this role, Emily supports states on issues of school finance across the entire P-20 
continuum. Prior to joining Education Commission of the States, Emily worked at the Hutchins 
Center on Fiscal and Monetary Policy at the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C., where 
she helped launch Ben Bernanke’s Blog. While in graduate school, she worked at the Colorado 
Department of Higher Education and on the Emmy Award winning Truth Test Team at 
9NEWS/KUSA in Denver. A proud Pioneer, Emily earned her bachelor’s degree and her Master 
of Public Policy from the University of Denver. Outside of the office, Emily enjoys board 
games, show tunes, and trivia. 

 
“Student-based funding systems” workshop: What are the key differences in the way Delaware and most other states 
fund education?  What policy lessons might Delaware learn from other states that gone through the process to 
transitioned to an updated student-based funding system? 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/johnbking?lang=en


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As the Director of P-12 resource equity, ARY AMERIKANER works to ensure that 
students living in poverty and students of color get their fair share of resources, 
including funding and equitable access to effective educators, school counselors, 
advanced coursework, and high-quality preschool. Ary previously worked for four 
years at the U.S. Department of Education as an appointee of President Barack Obama. 
As deputy assistant secretary in the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, 
she helped to manage the transition from No Child Left Behind and flexibility under 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to the Every Student Succeeds Act. 

During her tenure at the department, she focused on promoting equitable funding for high-need schools and 
equitable access to effective educators for students living in poverty and for students of color. Prior to that, 
Ary served as a clerk for a federal judge, a legislative assistant for U.S. Congresswoman (now Sen.) Mazie 
Hirono, and an education research assistant at the Urban Institute. She also published a paper on inequitable 
school funding for the Center for American Progress. Ary holds a J.D. and a master’s degree in public policy 
from the University of California, Berkeley, and a bachelor’s degree in politics from Oberlin College. 
 
“Exposing hidden funding inequities” workshop: What are the key differences in the way Delaware and most other states 
fund education?  What policy lessons might Delaware learn from other states that gone through the process to 
transitioned to an updated student-based funding system? 
 

REBECCA SIBILIA launched EdBuild in June of 2014. Prior to starting EdBuild, Rebecca 
served as the Chief Operating Officer and Vice President for Fiscal Strategy at 
StudentsFirst. In her fiscal strategy role, she led a team in analyzing per-pupil funding 
levels and state funding mechanisms that ensure "equity" and "adequacy" 
considerations. Her team also studied and made recommendations to state and 
district officials on directed reforms to support more innovative use of resources 
across the public education spectrum. Prior to her work at StudentsFirst, she served as 
the Chief Financial Officer for the D.C. Office of the State Superintendent of Education, 

where she oversaw the investment of more than $1 billion in local, state, and federal student funding and the 
calculation of per-student funding based on state policy priorities. In prior roles, she created congressionally 
funded education programs; held state and local education policy roles; and developed venture philanthropy 
programs to serve low-income students in accessing quality education in appropriate settings. Rebecca holds a 
bachelor’s degree in political science from Clemson University and an honorary fellowship in American 
government from the University of South Carolina. 
 
“Political lessons learned in modernizing school funding” workshop: What are the political lessons learned from working 
with state legislatures to change their school finance systems? What are the potential challenges and pitfalls to avoid, 
and the possible opportunities that come with data modeling? 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 

REBECA SHACKLEFORD is a policy analyst with the Education Policy Project at 
UnidosUS. She conducts state and federal education policy research, analysis, and 
advocacy. Additionally, she works to support state ESSA plans and advocates for 
Latino and English learner students on the federal level by pairing UnidosUS with 
external civil rights organizations. Before joining UnidosUS, Ms. Shackleford worked in 
policy research and communications for the USPS Office of the Inspector General. Her 
research history specializes in bilingual education, dual-language programs, and 
Montessori education, as well as immigrants, refugee and asylee students, English 

learners, and emergent literacy. Prior to her time with USPS OIG, Shackleford was a teacher and principal in 
public and private schools in Washington, D.C. Ms. Shackleford is a member of the DC Montessori Coalition, 
and was previously a member of the Education Policy Student Association, Office of the State Superintendent 
of the District of Columbia State Title III Advisory Committee, and the BePolished Board of Directors. She holds 
a master’s degree in education policy studies from the George Washington University, a Montessori certificate 
from Centro de Etrenamiento Montessori Sierra Madre, and a bachelor’s degree in child development and 
history from Fort Hays State University.  
 

IRENE LEON has been the principal of an elementary school in Brooklyn, N.Y. since 
2004. She moved to New York after serving in the Peace Corp and became a founding 
teacher at Cypress Hills when it first opened in 1997. Earning her master’s degree in 
Bilingual Education, Ms. Leon specializes in English learner and dual-language 
education. Her passion ignited when she saw first-hand the lack of bilingual educators 
and general services for newcomer students as a new volunteer in an ESL classroom. 
She now grounds her advocacy work around these issues. Her school is home to one of 
the best dual-language programs in New York City and is the only school in the district 

to offer a school-wide dual-language program. Ms. Leon has deep roots in her community after serving 25 
years in the field of education and nurtures long-standing relationships with parents and local legislators. She 
strongly believes parents are partners in education and emphasizes meaningful parent involvement, especially 
for dual language learners. Ms. Leon believes that in order to induce change, one must be bold, take risks, and 
make failure matter.  
 
“Serving high-needs students” workshop: How could resources be used to better serve high needs students in Delaware, 
especially English learners and low-income students who currently receive $0 in state funding? What are the best 
practices and lessons learned from other states that do provide additional resources according to individual student 
needs? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


